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AUGUST 23, 2025

For full event details, visit packapalooza.ncsu.edu

Ring in the
semester with the 
biggest Wolfpack 
party of the year!

Cap off Wolfpack
Welcome Week with 
Packapalooza, featuring 
live entertainment, food, 
giveaways and more!
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Dear new students, proud parents and marooned aliens,

We all know that self-checkout machines need constant human 
supervision, autocorrect is seldom correct and “easy open” pill 
bottles require an understanding of torque theory. But I would 
argue an even greater irony is that despite how information is more 
accessible than ever before, the people who make our lifestyles 
possible are more invisible than ever before. Most of us don’t know 
who built our homes, sewed our clothes, grew our food or even 
designed the software we use on a daily basis. It staggers the mind 
to try and imagine every single unknown, unsung person who’s 
played a role in the all-encompassing supply chain of our existences. 
So in addition to thanking the friends, teachers, parents and other 
champions who helped guide the next generation of Wolfpack 
legends to this college, I thank the multitudes of unknowns who made 
it possible behind the scenes. They may be too numerous to name, but 
they are not too numerous to recognize. 

Despite the impossibility of individually honoring everyone 
who contributed, it still behooves me to praise as many of the 
superstars who made this issue of Roundabout happen as I can. 
Repave all the highways in the continental United States to prepare 
for the motorcade of writerly magnificence that emerges from 
our commendable copy editor Audrey Javan, who turns grammar 
mistakes into roadkill. Order the American Academy of Optometry 
to investigate the benefits of viewing the visuals generated by our 
peerless photo editor Emily Peedin, who never ceases to astound. 
Summon every arsonist in existence to stoke the massive blaze 
of creativity kindled by our dazzling design editor Marlowe, who 
masterminded this magazine’s layout while studying abroad 
thousands of miles away in Australia. Use the world’s largest tuba 
to break the sound barrier in honor of our promotions director and 
soon-to-be editor-in-chief Layney Keesee, who is more than ready 
to take the reins. Equally deafening shoutouts to our astronomically 
extraordinary assistant design editor Autumn and our other incoming 
leaders Lily, Alannah and Chase.

Great geysers of gratitude for our adviser Ray, our indispensable 
compass. Salute to Abi, Allie, Layla and the other business heroines 
who sell the ads that sustain us. Thank you to Patrick, our valiant 
leader. Kudos to my past mentors Zanna and Martha, without whom 
my Roundabout journey would never have happened. Kudos to 
the tireless troopers over at Triangle TriWeb Printing. And finally, 
unnumbered thank yous to the staffers who form this magazine with 
their energy and talent. As Emily, Audrey and I go into the post-grad 
world, we will treasure you in our hearts.
	
To the Wolfpack with love,

Bailey Lawson, a second-year in graphic & experience design, 
looks around while performing Mia Danford-Klein’s piece called 
“The Return Home” during the Art2Wear: Revive! show at the 
Gregg Museum of Art and Design on April 24. Art2Wear is an 
educational event where students are able to produce wearable 
art. Students work in a studio time throughout the year to 
produce artwork to be shown during the show.

Photo by Violet Beesley

The newest NC State Student Media outlet, Roundabout is a glossy 
general interest magazine that covers student life, arts and culture.

ABOUT US

MAGAZINE STAFF

CONTACT STUDENT MEDIA

THE COVER

Gerbrand (Bran) Poster V, Editor-in-Chief
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Sophie Dickerson, a fourth-year studying graphic & experience 
design, walks around while modeling her piece “Ornaments of 
Being” during the Art2Wear: Revive! show at the Gregg Museum 
of Art and Design on April 24. Dickerson’s piece uses neuron 
“branches” decorated with childhood photos and memorabilia to 
revive memories of her past. Art2Wear is a crucial part of NC State 
fashion history, giving students the opportunity to gain unique, 
practical experience in the field.

Photo by Lily McCabe
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Over a dozen varieties of Chicken Salad

Made Fresh Every Day

CARY
Waverly Place Shopping Center

302 ColonadesWay

984-200-9546

RALEIGH
Lake Boone Shopping Plaza

2414 Wycli� Rd

919-322-5245

Dine-In  |  Carry-Out  |  Delivery  //  chickensaladchick.com

10% OFF for all
NC State Students

Æ

*With Valid NC State ID. Dine-in or carry-out only. 
O�er Expires 12/31/25



BOOK
TICKETS
ONLINE

10 TRAINS DAILY 
BETWEEN  
RALEIGH AND 
CHARLOTTE

MORE THAN 
500 DESTINATIONS 
NATIONWIDE

Benefits:
� Budget friendly travel option

� Save gas and skip tra�c

� Onboard electrical outlets at every seat

� Free WiFi services

� Opportunity to relax or grab some  
extra study time while traveling

� Spacious comfortable seats with  
ample legroom

College Student Discount

SAVE
15%

College Students  
Can Save 15% on  
NC By Train tickets

*Tickets must be booked at least three (3) days in advance of travel to use discount.
**Valid for riders between the age 17-24

@NC By Train @NC_By_Train @NC_By_Train NC By Train

A Whole New 
World
Welcome to your Wolfpack starter kit! 
Take our hand and let us guide you 
through your second orientation.
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Move-In Day
Move-In Day
Move-In Day
Move-In Day
Move-In Day
Move-In Day
Move-In Day
Move-In Day

BY CHASE ALSTON
PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY CHASE ALSTON

Chase Alston, a first-year studying 
international studies, opens the door to her 
dorm room in University Towers on April 28. 
Alston was in the midst of packing up her 
room to move out for the summer.

Photo by Emily Peedin

NAVIGATING ANY MAJOR 
life change difficult, but 
the realities of college, 
especially move-in day, 
are often glossed over. 

I believe move-in day has got to be the 
most nerve-wracking part of college. 
This is not meant to unsettle you 
because rest assured, things get better, 
but as someone who lives in a constant 
state of delusion who only realizes the 
severity of a situation when it quite 
literally slaps her in the face, I would 
like to give you a transparent account of 
my experience of move-in day. Needless 
to say, it was an eventful day filled with 
hope and wonder that wound up with 
me bawling my eyes out at a booth in 
Coco Bongo. 

It was a Saturday. Not too cold, not 
too hot, but just right. The mood felt 
perfect; a wonderful energy to unpack 
my entire life into the next chapter 
of my book. I began the day with my 
mother and uncle. We moved swiftly to 
load my pre-packed boxes into the back 
of his pickup truck — like I said, I was 
filled with sanguine bliss, so a girl was 
prepared. After 20 minutes of strenuous 
labor, all of the tangible items that 
represented me were in my uncle’s 
cargo bed. At this moment, the gravity 
of what was occurring became surreal 
and all I could feel was excitement for 
what was to come. Soon, the time had 
arrived for us to head out and bring 
my belongings to University Towers. 
My other family members met us at 
my new home, although we requested 
they come to my real home first. You 
know black people — unless you’re not 
black, which makes this a bit awkward. 
Nevertheless, they arrived where they 
saw fit and helped unload my boxes into 
the rolling carts. Moving like a 
well-oiled machine, my bins of clothes, 
bags of cleaning supplies and cans of 
food made their way into room 626. I 
turned on my favorite playlist to set the 
vibes and for the next four hours, my 
family and I brought the vision I had for 
my room into reality. It was everything

I dreamed of. But as those four hours 
passed by, my subconscious mind crept 
to the forefront. 

My family would be leaving. They would 
unload all that I have and leave me 
to fend for myself. In that moment, I 
discovered abandonment issues I didn’t 
even know existed. 

It was time. My room was now a 
completed puzzle, smelling of lavender 
and a slight hint of Clorox amongst my 
pink comforter and white throw pillows. 
Even though I was tired and extremely 
hungry, I silently begged that this 
moment could last forever. Fortunately, 
we traveled down Hillsborough Street 
and ended up at Coco Bongo, where 
I was vigorously slapped in the face — 
metaphorically speaking. 

As the afternoon loomed, I could feel 
my once-upbeat attitude shift into 
a terribly anxious feeling of absolute 
dread. My eyes began tearing up as 
I stared out the nearby window to 
not alarm my mother. It wasn’t long 
before I excused myself from the table 
and began bawling in Coco Bongo’s 
bathroom. Looking back, I’m sure the 

waiters printing out checks could hear 
my hysterical sniffles and hiccups from 
outside the door. 

I had not expected to react this way 
in a million years. This was the same 
girl who aspired to go out-of-state for 
undergrad, who claimed she would 
only visit home once a month and 
who overall prided herself on being 
comfortable with change and hyper-
independence. But here she was, visibly 
upset about not knowing what was to 
come. I attempted to put on a brave 
face when going back to my mother, 
but as soon as she asked, “Are you 
okay?”, the waterworks only came back 
ten-times harder, which brings us to my 
experience of uncontrollable sobbing 
in the booth of Coco Bongo due to the 
perilous journey we call “move-in day.” 

It’s a bit embarrassing to share this 
story, as I want to convey myself as a 
cool girl who took the transition of 
college so well. It would be a picture-
perfect scenario, but truth be told, 
I cannot give you that version, as it 
was not my reality. At that moment, I 
transformed into a child who throws a 
tantrum when their mom has to leave 
them with the babysitter for date night. 
And you know what? That’s okay. It’s 
okay that I reacted that way, and it’s 
definitely okay if you do as well because 
all transitions can cause you to uncover 
your unconscious doubts, ambitions 
and fears. For me, move-in day brought 
out a sensitive side I didn’t realize was 
held back by my usually confident 
demeanor. That day, I learned I needed 
stability and reassurance more than I 
let on. So however you’re feeling about 
move-in day — happy, sad, uncertain 
or even neutral — embrace the way 
it makes you feel and transform that 
energy into passion for embarking 
on new journeys and making the best 
of your college experience. I highly 
recommend crying at a booth in Coco 
Bongo, but if you’re not feeling that, 
their fajita quesadilla is amazing!
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Military Resources on Campus
BY SOPHIA BUCKNER AND JUSTIN ISAIAH IRIARTE

Upon arriving at NC State for the first 
time, it’s easy to get lost in the hubbub 
of student life. For these writers, 
moving into our residence halls and 
finding where our classes were felt like 
the least of our worries. We quickly 
found out that navigating services and 
benefits as a military-affiliated student 
can be unnecessarily daunting. 

Though there are abundant services on 
our campus, you may not know about 
what NC State offers to our veteran and 
dependent students. Knowing how and 
where to find help when you need it 
could help you avoid stress and make 

Cadets from the NC State Navy ROTC carry the colors while climbing during the second annual Carter-Finley Memorial Stair Climb at Carter-
Finley Stadium on Sept. 11. The event was organized by NC State Fire & Life Safety and Army ROTC. Over 250 people climbed 110 flights of 
stairs in remembrance of the first responders to the September 11 attacks.

Photo by Jeremy Byrne

the most of new opportunities and 
experiences.

THE JEFFREY WRIGHT MILITARY 
AND VETERAN SERVICES OFFICE

The Jeffrey Wright Military and Veteran 
Services Office offers many resources 
for our military-affiliated population. 
This is where you’ll find our school’s 
VA-certifying officials, who process 
enrollment verifications from students 
as well as act as NC State’s connection 
to the VA. Along with the officials, 
the office also employs VA work-
study students who are veterans and 

dependents currently seeking a degree 
from NC State. No matter who you 
encounter in the office, any questions 
or concerns you may have about VA 
benefits or military resources will be 
answered. 

Program Coordinator Lucretia King 
describes the office as a gathering place 
for anyone on campus with a military 
affiliation. The MVS Office prides itself 
on being a community full of friendly 
support from staff, patrons and fellow 
military peers.

“Whether it be active soldiers, military

Julian Teague (left), a fifth-year studying civil engineering and a member of the NC State Air 
Force ROTC, throws up a “wolfie” during the University Commencement ceremony in Carter-
Finley Stadium on May 3. NC State conferred 7,234 degrees at the ceremony, including 5,079 
bachelor’s, 1,783 master’s, 306 doctoral and 66 associate degrees.

Photo by Alex Manuel

dependents, spouses or veterans, our 
office provides a welcoming respite 
from the chaos of campus and student 
life,” said King. “We try to build an 
environment that allows students to 
be comfortable with anything, from 
studying and getting school work done 
to engaging in banter with others.”  

The MVS Office offers many amenities 
to military-affiliated students. The 
office acts as a lounge for students 
to use as a study space, work area or 
just a place to talk to new people with 
similar experiences. In the lounge, help 
yourself to food, snacks and drinks to 
refuel you during the day, as well as 
free-to-use 3D and laser printers. 

STUDENT VETERANS ALLIANCE 
AND INVOLVEMENT

The MVS Office is also the sponsor of 
the Student Veterans Alliance, which is 
a club for military-connected students 
interested in growing their professional 
and social networks with other students 
who have shared military experiences. 
Hosting events that range from NC State 
sports watch parties, workshops or info 
sessions, the SVA is a great opportunity 
for students to come together and find 
community at our large institution.

ROTC AND ACADEMICS

Our campus offers three Reserve Officer 
Training Corps programs for students: 
Navy, Air Force and Army. By combining 
ROTC training with a military science or 
military studies minor — available to all 
students regardless of military status 
— you can set yourself up with all the 
great physical, mental and educational 
skills you need for a successful military 
career. Plus, ROTC programs will often 
help you pay tuition and school book 
expenses, even offering monthly 
stipends, depending on the program. 
If you’re looking to become an officer, 
but don’t want to miss out on that 
quintessential college education and 
experience, then ROTC is the program 
for you.

BENEFITS

NC State offers many resources for 
veterans and dependents, such as GI 
Bill Benefits, Yellow Ribbon Program 
benefits, residency changes, college 
credit for military service, specialized 
payment plans and even early 
registration for classes.

MILITARY AND 
VETERAN SERVICES 

CONTACT INFORMATION
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LEADERS 
ON THE RISE.  

Market-driven 
programs for

Master of Business Administration | Master of Accounting | Master of Economics  
Master of Management, Marketing Analytics | Master of Management, Risk and Anlytics 

Graduate Certificates | Executive Education and Lifelong Learning

Invest in yourself at poole.ncsu.edu

just steps away from 
nc state campus!

2235 Avent Ferry Rd
(919) 755-3880

hey state students!
if you like...
homemade chili, buffalo chicken dip, mozzarella sticks, 
boom-boom shrimp, fried pickles, hand-cut fries, jumbo 
soft pretzels, chips & queso, homemade salsa, loaded 
potato skins, famous wings, buffalo bites, salads, 
homemade pizza, chicken fingers, acp, fish & chips, ahi tuna, 
fried shrimp, bbq, wraps, baby back ribs, burgers, philly 
cheesesteaks, grilled cheese, chicken sandwiches, hot dogs, 
mac & cheese, fried pickles, & more

...you’ll love us.

SINCE 1963!

1/2 PRICE ENTREES FOR STUDENTS EVERY TUESDAY
WITH VALID STUDENT ID AFTER 4 P.M. DINE-IN ONLY!
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THE JARGON 
OF THE PACK!

When a photographer asks you to throw up a wolfie, don’t 
panic — you aren’t being asked to regurgitate a tiny lupine 
creature! Merely put your thumb, middle finger and ring finger 
together to make a little wolf mouth. Then point up your index 
and pinky fingers to make two ears. Voilá! You now have so 
much school spirit you’re effectively a poltergeist!

This right here is an extremely versatile expression — it 
essentially means “the Wolfpack will win by 90 points!” 
Although it’s most commonly used as a declaration of wild 
optimism and hubris in the context of sports, one could also 
use it in the context of tests, colon screenings and the density 
of marbled tissue in Wagyu beef  — “Pack by 90%!” 

Do you believe in magic? Here at NC State’s Fountain Dining 
Hall, the notorious “Freshman Fifteen,” the stereotype that 
first-year students will gain 15 pounds as soon as they move 
to college, is nothing more than hocus pocus. You’ll actually 
lose 15 pounds from eating nutritious and delicious Fountain 
cuisine! (But actually no. Enjoy gaining some huggable, 
lovable chub.)

1

BY BRAN POSTER
DESIGN BY AUTUMN TATE

FOUNTAIN FIFTEEN

PACK BY 90

WOLFIE

2

3

Thanks to the Clery Act, universities are required to divulge 
information about recent nearby crimes to students. This 
means you may or may not get random text messages — 
“WolfAlerts” — about wannabe Al Capones nabbing catalytic 
converters and such. Most dramatically, one time some 
goober tried to steal a car at gunpoint. But unfortunately for 
him, he didn’t know how to drive a stick shift!

Forget being told to “get swole” by overenthusiastic gym bros 
— here at NC State you need to get swolf! Swolfing isn’t about 
bulking up or showing off, it’s about survival. NC State’s fitness 
classes are brutal — even pro athletes will have to hustle to get 
an A. If you don’t take them for credit only (meaning the result 
won’t affect your GPA), be prepared to swolf to the max.

GTHC = Go to Hell Caroline! Raaah! Sure, many of our best 
professors and administrators went to school at UNC-Chapel 
Hill. Sure, we have an inter-institutional enrollment agreement 
with them so students can take classes here and there 
simultaneously. But UNC was founded decades earlier than us, 
so like any proper younger sibling, we must have a rivalry with 
them! So GTHC! There’s even a special issue of Technician, the 
Daily Tar Hell, dedicated to satirizing UNC. 

Fact: fire is hot. Fact: gravity causes things to fall to the 
ground. Fact: if you want to see victories, watch the Wolfpack 
women’s basketball team. Queens of the court like Aziaha 
James and Saniya Rivers (who were drafted by the WNBA 
last spring!) deliver triumph after triumph while their male 
counterparts dribble their balls. The new men’s coach Will 
Wade might change things, but I’m keeping my expectations 
low. Now if only we had a women’s football team…

WOLFALERT

GET SWOLF

ATTENTION

4

5

GTHC6

MS. WUF7
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Howl for 
Howell:

BY AUDREY JAVAN
PHOTO BY JERMAINE HUDSON

Chancellor-elect Kevin 
Howell smiles after 
walking on stage during 
the new chancellor 
announcement in Talley 
Student Union on March 
18. Howell will be the 
15th chancellor of NC 
State and the first Black 
chancellor. “I’m humble, 
I’m excited and I’m 
ready,” said Howell.

Welcoming 
the New 
Chancellor

A S THE SUN SETS ON 
Randy Woodson’s time as 
chancellor, with the class of 
‘25’s commencement his last 

official act, it’s time do a little spring 
cleaning around the Chancellor’s 
Residence and roll out the Wolfpack 
Red carpet — exactly #CC0000, if you 
please — for our brand new leader of 
the Wolfpack: Chancellor Kevin Howell.

NC State seems to have a tradition 
of picking the jolliest, kindest-faced 
men for chancellors, and Howell is no 
exception. But never doubt the fact 
that behind that bright smile is a cool, 
capable wolf. Believe it or not, Howell 
is only our third ever chancellor to be 
Wolfpack alum. After graduating in 
1988 with a degree in political science, 
Howell made the dangerous foray into 
enemy territory, earning a JD from 
UNC School of Law in 1992. If that isn’t

a testament to his dedication and 
bravery, I don’t know what is. Diplomas 
in hand, Howell slid from prestigious 
career to prestigious career, clerking 
for the NC Court of Appeals, working 
legislatively with two governors, even 
heading external affairs for both UNC 
Health and UNC School of Medicine. 
Is it possible for a man to be this 
overqualified?

Now, imagine yourself in the ‘80s. 
“Take My Breath Away” by Berlin is 
on the radio somewhere, or maybe 
it’s another song with atmospheric 
synth and echoing drums. Centennial 
Campus, Caldwell Hall, the Court of 
Carolina and the famous School of 
Veterinary Medicine are all being 
built and dedicated within a few 
short years of each other. It was only 
40 years ago. Can you imagine this 
campus without any of these things? 
Now try to imagine NC State without 
Kevin Howell, who, as of 1987, had just 

“I’M HUMBLE, I’M EXCITED 
AND I’M READY.”

been elected NC State’s first Black 
student body president. Howell has 
always been a leader on this campus. 
One glance at the NC State Libraries 
homepage will tell you that much; 
since his appointment, the first thing 
you see on the front page of the 
website is an archival photo of a young 
Howell smiling at a line of March 
Against Racism-Challenging History 
protestors, the epitome of presidential 
grace. And finally, in what feels like 
destiny, but is truly the sum of decades 
of hard work, he has come back home 
to become our first Black chancellor.

I can throw as many numbers at you as 
I want. I can tell you that in all 138 years 
of NC State history, due to a couple 
administrative title-changes in the 
early 20th century, we have only had 
15 chancellors. I can tell you that since 
Woodson served for 15 years, 

there’s a chance that Howell could 
see us through to our 150th birthday. 
But none of these numbers can tell 
you the definitive truth: Chancellor 
Howell is ready to lead the Wolfpack 
through construction and upheaval 
and uncertainty towards great new 
heights. So for the fall-graduating 
class of ‘25, who get the honor of 
Howell’s first commencement address, 
the upcoming class of ‘26 and every 
incoming first-year and transfer 
student, please give a warm Wolfpack 
welcome home to Chancellor Howell. 
He’s here to welcome you home, as well.
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Make GoCary your GO TO choice for   
local travel — whether it is work, school, 

shopping or dining, GoCary will take 
you there seven days a week! 

go.ncsu.edu/collegiaterecovery

Supported by NC State staff, the
Collegiate Recovery Community (CRC) 
builds community and connections for 
those identifying as in recovery or
sober curious.



Plan your escape to Downtown Cary Park - a place of imagination in the heart of 

Cary. Stroll the enchanting Skywalk, where you can take in a world of wonder 

with each step. Then wind your way to Park Street Courts for table tennis rivalries, 

food trucks, and more. Explore the Park and upcoming events at the link below.

Wolfpack 
Hacks and 
How-Tos
Whatever the question, we have the 
answer. Stay safe and informed!

Senior Stories

Culture Curation

A Whole New World

SO YOU WANT TO BE A LAWYER?26

28

32

WHAT IN THE WORLD ARE YOU CARRYING?

YOUR GUIDE TO ANTI-BOREDOM: ENTERTAINMENT ON CAMPUS

34

36

WOLFPACK’S PACKING GUIDE FOR PEAK NC WEATHER 
PREPAREDNESS

FREE STUFF YOU CAN GET AS AN NC STATE STUDENT
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So You Want to be a Lawyer?
BY LIBBY COKER

It’s fun to pick a major such as 
fashion textile marketing or chemical 
engineering, but what does NC State 
offer for those students aiming to 
attend law school? 

Well… although NC State does not 
have a specific pre-law major, it 
provides students with a plethora of 
opportunities for growth, assistance, 
networking and more to help them 
succeed in potential future endeavors 
within the law field. 

When beginning to consider law 
school post-grad, you must look at the 
traditional path that many follow, and 
see if that fits with your intended plans. 

Now that that is out of the way, let’s see 
what NC State has to offer for students 
looking to venture down this path.  

NC State has several clubs, professional 
organizations and advisors that may be 
beneficial to these students. To find out 
more with direct links, there is a website 
dedicated to this information that can 
be found at prelaw.dasa.ncsu.edu 

NC State pre-law resources: 

-  NC State Pre-Law Student Association 
-  The Chi Chapter of KAPi
-  Pre-Law Education and Diversity Club 
-  The Society for Politics, Economics     	
    and the Law
-  Pre-Law Advising (drop-in and 	     	
    appointments available) 
-  Pre-Law Pathway in ePack account
 

So, what does this path normally look 
like? 
	
	 Attend university/community 	
	 college for a bachelor’s degree 

	 Tour law schools during third 	
	 and fourth year of undergrad

	 Take the LSAT the semester 	
	 prior to applying to law school 

	 Apply to your ideal law schools 	
	 in the fall! Or an alternative 	
	 is to take a gap year to gain 	
	 experience through an 		
	 internship, paralegal position, 	
	 etc. 

	 You’re off to law school!

Members of the leadership team of the Chi Chapter of Kappa Alpha Pi, a co-ed pre-law and government fraternity, stand by the Memorial 
Belltower on April 18. The Chi Chapter was chartered in the fall of 2023.

Photo Contributed by the Chi Chapter of Kappa Alpha Pi

Kappa Alpha Pi is a professional pre-law 
and government co-ed fraternity that 
has a chapter at NC State. KAPi holds 
recruitment for new members in both 
the spring and fall semesters and strives 
to build a community of likeminded 
peers looking to head into similar 
career paths. 

“ Being in KAPi has been one of my 
favorite experiences in my time at NC 
State! It has provided me with countless 
opportunities to achieve my goals 
and hone my skills. The bonds I have 
made with the brothers of KAPi are 
lifelong, and having a support system of 
like-minded individuals is so valuable 
to me. Whether it’s law school tours, 
resume workshops, LSAT prep or fun 
philanthropy events, KAPi has shaped 
my college experience, and I would 
encourage everyone I can to join! ” 

– Karley Lusby, Chi Chapter President of 
KAPi 

Another very successful and positively 
reviewed club at NC State is the 
Society for Politics, Economics, and 
the Law, who just celebrated their 20th 
anniversary since their formation in 
2004-05.  

“ The Society for Politics, Economics 
and the Law brings in academics, 
practitioners and others to talk about 
ideas and careers related to politics, 
policy, economics and the law. These 
individuals are often local, but some 
come in from all over the country to 
speak to students. SPEL is particularly 
suited to students interested in legal 
careers because they are exposed to 
legal theory and practice and many 
other subjects they will come up 
against in law school. It also provides 
a great way for students to get to know 
professors and therefore possibly 
identify mentors and faculty willing to 
discuss career paths with them. ”

– Dr. Andrew Taylor, professor of 
political science

Aside from these organizations and 
services offered at NC State, there are 
always other things that are beneficial 
for students considering law school. 
For one thing, there are law classes 
in the political science and history 
departments that can help you start 
building a foundation of knowledge. 
The professors themselves, whether 
legal historians, constitutional 
law experts or former lawyers, are 
invaluable resources and guides for any 
future law student.  

But probably the most major 
recommendation is to network! 
Network! Network!

Raleigh is a fantastic city to network 
in as a young aspiring professional. 
There are tons of opportunities here 
inside of the Triangle that allow you to 
hear wisdom from those already well 
into their career, make connections 
and gain experience. Attending events 
and reaching out to people — even if 
that means cold-calling to ask for a job 
shadow — is a great way to put yourself 
out into the professional world! In 
addition, don’t forget to make, update 
and keep track of that LinkedIn!

Wishing good luck and happy trekking 
ahead!
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Tech tailored 
to your major
Not sure what to get? The Tech Den team will 
guide you to the best laptop to power through 
your coursework and offer the best accessories 
to use and protect your laptop investment.

Place your order online or in-store and choose the convenience of 
pickup on campus or ship to your home. 
Order as soon as possible to ensure on-time delivery. 

 Visit us in the Tech Den on the Lower Level of Wolfpack Outfitters. 
 thetechden@ncsu.edu | 919.515.3400
 shop.ncsu.edu 

Tech Den Protection Plan
 » Three-year extended manufacturer’s warranty
 » Accidental damage coverage
 » On-campus service and access to priority loaners

Shop Tech by Major
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Office of Equal Opportunity

At NC State University, all students and employees can live, work, play, empower, learn, 
create and compete freely. The Office of Equal Opportunity helps make this a reality. 

Want to learn more about your 
rights and responsibilities?   

 
Visit our webpage

equalopportunity.ncsu.edu

We serve the NC State community by:
• Providing equal opportunity education and resources;
• Addressing issues related to unlawful discrimination of 

any kind; and
• Providing accommodations to persons with disabilities, 

those expressing religious beliefs, and persons who are 
pregnant or parenting.

Scan here to learn more 
about your dining plan.

Eat well, Wolfpack.
 SWIPES + DINING DOLLARS

Your meal plan is packed with great features  
to help you get the food you love.

 ACCOUNT MANAGEMENT
Monitor your account during the semester, add 
more Dining Dollars if you run out, or add funds 
to your All Campus account.

 ALLERGENS + NUTRITION INFORMATION
Our award-winning nutrition team is here to 
make sure you have a safe and satisfying 
experience when you eat with the Pack.

 GRUBHUB
Download Grubhub this summer and  
link it to your dining account.

It won’t be long until you move in and are 
ready to eat. Knowing how your plan works 

will help you get the most out of it!
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Your Guide to 
Anti-Boredom:
Entertainment on Campus
BY TAYLOR JONES

I F  YOU ARE WORRIED ABOUT 
being unable to find fun events 
on campus, do not fret! NC State 

has got you covered, especially during 
the first week of the semester. During 
Welcome Week, you will find yourself 
with a completely full itinerary of movie 
screenings and involvement fairs. Then, 
that weekend, you can attend the iconic 
Packapalooza, an enormous block party 
for the community. But when festivities 
begin to die down and the amount of 
events start dwindling, you may find 
yourself at a crossroads. Campus will 
seem quieter, and you may begin to feel 
like there’s nothing to do around here, 
apart from going to class during the 
week and attending mediocre parties 
on the weekends. But there are plenty 
of fun (and FREE) events happening 
throughout campus during the school 
year for when you inevitably need a 
reminder. 

UNIVERSITY THEATRE

When you go to a STEM driven school, 
it is easy to forget that there still 
exists a community on campus that 
appreciates a good stage production, 
and University Theater delivers just 
that. Throughout the year, they have 
four bigger shows, including the main 
Spring Musical. Although there is no 
theater major at NC State, there is no 
lack of theatrical talent among the 
students here. I can attest to seeing 
last year’s musical, “Jekyll & Hyde,” 
three times and it was spectacular each 
time. After an experience like that, I 
don’t doubt their capabilities for its 

suggest giving them a follow to stay up 
to date!
 
WOMEN’S CENTER

If you’re looking for a way to 
decompress in the middle of the week, 
the Women’s Center offers just that. 
Every Thursday, they host a Crafting 
and Connecting event from 1-2:30 p.m. 
The craft changes every week, but in the 
past they’ve done collages, mini-zines 
and handmade puzzles. These events 
are put on with the help of Counseling 
Center, so there are always counselors 
that craft along with you, and if you’d 
like, you can meet with them on the 
spot. I attend these events every week 
with a friend, and it is a beautiful way to 
catch up while working on a craft. If you 
are not interested in the planned craft, 
they always have a number of board 
games to play and magazines to sift 
through to keep your mind at ease. For 
anyone wondering, no, you do not have 
to identify as a woman to participate! 
Everyone is welcome. 

I hope that this article serves as 
a reminder that there are events 
constantly happening around campus 
for everyone to enjoy. Becoming a 
frequent attendee at these events is 
also a certified way to make friends and 
connect with others. 

upcoming productions. They also host 
a series called “QuickScripts,” where 
you can see a bunch of 10-minute plays 
in one night, all of which have been 
directed, rehearsed and performed in 
about 36 hours. After watching, you 
might even be inspired to participate 
as a playwright, director or actor. Lucky 
for you, UT is always looking for fresh 
blood, no experience required. 

COMEDIC IMPROV ALLIANCE

As an extension of University Theater, 
the Comedic Improv Alliance is the 
university’s improv troupe. They host a 
few shows every semester, in addition 
to their weekly auditions which are 
completely open for anyone to attend. 
Their shows are typically held in the 
Kennedy-McIlwee Studio Theater in 
Thompson Hall, a smaller black box 
theater making for more of an intimate 
setting. They often ask the audience for 
prompts and ideas, so make sure you 
come ready to shout them out! 

UNIVERSITY ACTIVITIES BOARD

The UAB hosts multiple on-campus 
events per month based on what 
students are most interested in. In the 
past, they’ve held movie screenings, 
talent shows, karaoke nights and more. 
All of their events are completely 
planned by the students that make up 
their general body, so they know exactly 
what other students want to see. Often, 
they provide snacks, sometimes a full 
buffet, as well as prizes for any games. 
They are active on Instagram, so I would 

Members of Pilot Light Ethan Johnson, Sam Coury and Mason 
Stark play during Wolfstock on Miller Fields on April 12. Pilot 
Light opened for indie band Peach Tree Rascals. This event is 
hosted by University Activities Board.

Photo by Anna Hansen

Owen Durso, a second-year studying chemistry and the actor playing 
the Cat in the Hat, looks down at Brinley Carter, a fourth-year studying 
communication and the actress playing Mayzie, during a performance 
of “Seussical” in Stewart Theater on Feb. 18. The musical is based on 
various works by Dr. Seuss and was directed by Mia Self, assistant 
director of acting and directing at University Theater.

Photo by Violet Beesley

LINKS TO RESOURCES
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CAREER DEVELOPMENT CENTER

Free Stuff You Can Get as an NC State Student
BY MIA ROLDAN 
DESIGN BY LAUREN NEWCOMB

Like any university, NC State tuition 
costs a pretty penny, so it’s only natural 
to want to get your money’s worth. 
I’m a more-is-more kind of gal, but my 
pockets aren’t deep enough for my 
big dreams. Good thing NC State gives 
you free access to a variety of fun and 
helpful programs and services! From 
apps to binoculars, I promise you aren’t 
paying all that tuition for nothing. Find 
out how you can get almost anything 
you want simply by visiting one of our 
facilities or making an account with 
your NC State credentials. 

MICROSOFT OFFICE

All NC State students have free access 
to Microsoft Office, including Word, 
Excel, Powerpoint, Outlook, OneNote, 
OneDrive and Access for all your writing 
and storing needs! While it’s not as 
glamorous as other items on this list, 
it’s sure to be a top-choice tool in your 
toolbox. 

HEADSPACE

Headspace is a mental health platform, 
home to guided meditation exercises, 
study beats and sleep sounds. I use this 
for studying, waking up and going to 
sleep — my one-stop-shop for all things 
mental wellness! Open the website or 
download the mobile app.

NEW YORK TIMES 

All NC State students can enjoy free 
access to one of the world’s biggest 
newspapers. Read through every 
kind of article you can imagine, from 
global news to brunch recipes, and 

explore all the NYT games 
like the daily crossword 

and Connections. Stay 
up to date and keep 
your Wordle streak by 

logging in with your 
NC State credentials. 

WORKOUT CLASSES 

Head over to Carmichael Gym for a 
variety of free workout classes ranging 
from yoga to cycling to pilates! Feel 
the burn in all the right places, without 
burning a hole in your pockets. 
To register, simply sign up on the 
MyWellRec website using your NC State 
credentials.

WORDPRESS BLOG PAGE

NC State gives all students the 
opportunity to create their own 
WordPress blog website. Create 
a custom page to showcase your 
personality, accomplishments and 
career readiness! It’s an easy (and free!) 
way to impress your peers and future 
employers. 

TECHNOLOGY RENTAL

Head over to D.H. Hill Jr. or Hunt Library 
to check out a variety of technologies 
for free! Rent everyday essentials like 
chargers or keyboards, or spice things 
up with an audio production table or 
DSLR camera! Our libraries’ excellent 
staff at the Ask Us desks can get you 
hooked up with anything you need.  

CLIFTON STRENGTHS 

Clifton Strengths is an in-depth 
personality assessment that pulls out 
your strongest characteristics to help 
you succeed. Find your top talents 

CAREER ADVISING 

Head over to Pullen Hall to 
meet with a team of career 
advisors whose only 
goal is to help you 
succeed! From resume 
revisions to interview 
preparation, you’ll 
be sure to snag that 
internship. Set up 
an appointment 
on the ePACK 
website or check 
out their drop-in 
hours. Take advantage 
of this now before the 
real world charges you 
hundreds of dollars for the 
same service. Bonus: each college has 
its own dedicated career advisor, so 
you can meet with someone who is 
knowledgeable about your career!

COUNSELING 

NC State goes to great lengths to make 
sure that its students are as well as they 
can be.  The Health Center offers free 
counseling to anyone who needs it. Go 
to the Health Center’s website, fill out 
the required forms and meet with a 
counselor for a triage appointment. The 
counselors are kind, knowledgeable 
and helpful — I speak from experience. 
You can’t “Think and Do” when you 
aren’t at your best, so help yourself out 
and book that appointment! 

FREE MOMS

Coming up on your first year at college 
can be daunting, especially 

when you’re away 
from family. 

While nobody can replace the comfort 
of your real mom, the lovely ladies 
and gentlemen of Free Moms help 
fill the gap.  Every Thursday on Main 
and Centennial campuses, these 
moms, dads and dogs give out flowers, 
gifts and treats to those who need 
a bit of motherly love. Enjoy the 
atmosphere accompanied by friends 
and live music! P.S. Check out their 
Instagram @ncsufreemoms or website 
ncsufreemoms.org to see where they 
meet each week! 

Some of these services are essential for 
everyday Pack Proud life, while others 
simply make life easier. A service may 
help you develop your career skills, like 
mastering Excel, or they may just bring 
you up when you’re feeling down, like 
a hug and a cookie from a Free Mom. 
This list is just a glimpse of all the free 
and nearly free benefits that come with 
joining the Wolfpack, so keep exploring, 
keep learning and keep saving! Take 
advantage of anything and everything 
you can. You’re paying for it! 

from 34 themes using their 
177-question test. It might take up your 
afternoon, but I promise it’ll come in 
handy for many parts of your student 
career. Many classes even ask you to 
take it! 

SOFTWARE

Some of the best programs come at 
steep prices, but not here! As a student, 
you have access to some of the best 
software out there for free. The only 
caveat? You have to visit one of our 
awesome libraries to use it. Desktops 
at both Hill and Hunt libraries offer 
hundreds of programs, from Adobe 
Suite to VR. 

GRUBHUB+

Everyone knows (or if you didn’t, you 
do now!) that NC State’s food-ordering 
hub is Grubhub. But did you know that 
we all have Grubhub+ for free? This 
means $0 delivery fees, lower service 
fees and exclusive offers! While most 
people have a meal plan for our lovely 
dining halls, I’m sure you’ll want a 
change of taste every once in a while. 

GO-RALEIGH AND GO-TRIANGLE

First-years rarely have access to a 
car, so thankfully, NC State offers its 
students a free pass for the GoRaleigh 
and GoTriangle bus system. Enjoy 
being carted all across the Triangle 
for your shopping, entertainment 
and employment needs. Simply 
request the pass through the NC State 
Transportation website, download the 
Umo Mobility app, create an 
account and hitch a 
ride!
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Emphasis on scholarship,
campus leadership and
involvement, brotherhood, service
and philanthropy, athletics, and
leadership training, the IFC prides
itself on continually producing
successful leaders and men
during the undergraduate years
and beyond.IFC

Interfraterntity Council

number of organizations: 20+ 
recruitment style: formal 
(registration required) 
75% have chapter housing 
size: 19-136 members 
average size: 66 members

MGC
Multicultural Greek Council

number of organizations: 8 
recruitment style: chapter led
some in chapter housing 
size: 4-15 members 
average size: 10 members

Celebrates culture (Native
American, Latin , Asian, South
Asian, and multiculturalism),
heritage and individuality while
focusing on uplifting each member
toward their personal potential.  
These fraternities and sororities
foster representation on campus,
while providing a close-knit group
of true friends to experience
college and life alongside.

The National Pan-Hellenic Council (NPHC)
represents the historically African-American
fraternities and sororities on campus.
These organizations leverage their unique
histories and national scope to contribute
to the political, spiritual, social, economic
and cultural life on campus.

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. 
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc.

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. 
Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc.

Focus on empowering women,
helping them reach their potential
as scholars, as leaders in the
community, and as change makers
in the world.  Finding a sisterhood
at NC State transforms the
collegiate experience.

Formal recruitment will take
place during Labor Day weekend. 

Formal recruitment will take
place during Labor Day weekend. 

At NC State, we’re over 50 fraternal organizations strong, empowering over 3,500 members with amazing
opportunities to engage in leadership roles, active social experience, volunteering in the community, and
fundraising for local and national philanthropies Our goal is to empower students to develop a deeper sense of
purpose throughout their collegiate experience. As a member of a fraternity or sorority, you can:

                - finding a support network can be challenging, yet vital to your success.
Membership connects you to a community of peers and supportive alumni.

                  - we set high academic expectations for our members and support 
their classroom experience. Our members are students  rst and foremost. It’s no 
wonder more than 47% of members are on the Dean’s List and have higher 
graduation rates than unaffiliated peers.

          - we value cooperation, teamwork, and civil discourse as members learn 
how to live and excel with these challenges as part of the brotherhood or 
sisterhood experience.

          - we champion leadership opportunities 
and group efforts to develop members' 
individual potential and prepare them for 
success in their future career.

           - members give of their 
time and treasure - preparing them for a 
lifetime of engagement and philanthropy in 
the communities they serve.

“Being a member of FSL has been an invaluable
part of my time at NC State. I've had the opportunity to meet so many new people,
and be a part of a community of powerful changemakers on campus, while
further developing my leadership and communication skills. Becoming a member
of the National Pan-Hellenic Council is the best decision I've ever made."
- Dejah Headen, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

3,500
50
organizations

members
m

or
e 

th
an

empowering over

belong 

achieve

live

Fraternity and sorority life is a transformative experience, developing lifelong
relationships and community partnerships to realize your potential. This isn’t about
four years in college, but a lifetime of philanthropy, civic engagement, cooperation
and leadership.

We hope you will pursue your potential at NC State and consider membership in one of our organizations.
They’re divided into four councils, based on collective interest. Take a moment to explore their unique
qualities here and, for more information please visit our website at fsl.dasa.ncsu.edu.

On behalf of the Department of Fraternity and Sorority Life,
welcome to the Wolfpack! 

paid advertisement

“Being a member of Fraternity and Sorority Life has transformed my life in so
many ways and inspires me to evolve into the best version of myself daily.
Without this community, I would not be the integrous leader, friend, and 
ambitious woman I am today, and that, I will forever be grateful for."
 - Kaitlyn Adams, Kappa Delta 

pursue your potential with

fraternity and sorority life

lead

give

keep up with fraternity and sorority life, rush, recruitment and more at 

fsl.dasa.ncsu.edu

Panhellenic 
Association

number of organizations: 13 
recruitment style: formal
(registration required)
92% have chapter housing 
size: 31-170 members 
average size: 134 members

NPHC
National Pan-Hellenic 

Council

number of organizations: 8 
recruitment style: chapter led
(sophomore status may be required)
some in chapter housing 
size: 2-20 members 
average size: 10 members
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TRANSPORTATION
BIKINGBIKING

THE BEST WAYTHE BEST WAY  
TO EXPLORETO EXPLORE

Register Bike (FREE) andRegister Bike (FREE) and
Find Bike AmenitiesFind Bike Amenities

GO.NCSU.EDU/BIKENCSTATE

Bike registration is free and mandatory.

NC State offers various amenities, such
as bike racks, fixit stations, clothing
lockers, greenways, and more!  

FALL STUDENT PARKING PERMIT SALES DATES

www.transportation.ncsu.edu

FIRST-YEAR RESIDENT LOTTERY OPENS
GRADUATE STUDENTS

90+ CREDIT HOURS
60+ CREDIT HOURS
30+ CREDIT HOURS

0+ CREDIT HOURS

@ 10 AM
@ 10 AM
@ 10 AM
@ 10 AM
@ 10 AM
@ 10 AM

JUNE 10
JULY 24
JULY 29
JULY 31
AUG. 5
AUG. 7

TRANSPORTATION
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Jump into NC State:
Transfer and Exchange Students
BY SHOSANNAH DEY
PHOTO BY EMILY PEEDIN

This is not always true. After all, NC 
State is a big school, and it’s filled with 
what seems like an infinite amountof 
students and clubs and events and 
resources to help you adjust. 

However, all of this help would be very 
understandably overwhelming to any 
incoming student. So I’ve decided to 
list some important resources and 
events you can use to help adjust into 
the university. 

LIVING AND LEARNING VILLAGES

Living and Learning Villages are one of 
the best ways to forge bonds between 
students and faculty, while also helping 

C OLLEGE IS TOUGH, THERE’S 
no doubt about that. Even 
before you’re in, you have 

to torture prepare yourself with APs 
and IBs and SATs and whatever other 
abbreviations exist. Then, you have to 
go through the grueling application 
process, writing tens of thousands of 
essays for colleges you won’t even end 
up going to. And once you’ve finally 
made it, you’re hit in the face with 
infinite assignments, tests, clubs and 
projects all coupled with the added fact 
that you have to make new friends. 

Now imagine having to do that more 
than once. If you’re a transfer or 
exchange student, that’s just the reality 
of it. new environment is difficult as 
it is, but doing that in another city? 
Or state? Or country? Luckily, you’ve 
ended up in NC State, a large, diverse 
campus with many essential resources 
to help you!

This article will go through a 
compilation of useful resources you 
can access, things incoming students 
should be aware of and advice from 
current transfer and exchange students!

IMPORTANT STUDENT RESOURCES

When surveyed about 
the hardest part of transferring to 
NC State, nearly every single student 
responded with “settling in” or “making 
friends.” This is reasonable, because 
by the time you come in, it feels like 
everyone has either already made their 
own community or been friends with 
each other for a long time. 

students learn and develop their 
interests. The great thing about these 
villages is that anyone can apply, and 
it is especially advised for transfer and 
international students to apply! 

The deadlines for village applications 
are listed on the website, along with 
details about each village and what 
requirements there are. If you haven’t 
had the opportunity to apply this year, 
then don’t worry — there’s always next 
year!

Even if you don’t apply, each village 
hosts a multitude of events throughout 
the semesters that anyone can attend. 
You can connect and keep up with 

It’s Never Too Late to Try

Many students feel like they have to 
join clubs right at the beginning of the 
semester of their first year in college 
and stick to it, and feel discouraged if 
they aren’t able to join as many as they 
like. This isn’t the case however. College 
is a flexible environment, and during 
the next three or more years, you have
the opportunity to figure out more 
about who you are and what you want 
to do. You can still make an impact even 
if you join a club late, or even in your 
last year. Don’t hold yourself back.

Take Advantage of Unexpected 
Opportunities 

There will be events happening 24/7 
throughout the year. Although it’s 
good to keep track of events you are 
interested in, it doesn’t hurt to join a 
random club or organization for fun. 
You might find unexpected new gems of 
clubs, and even if you don’t enjoy it, it’s 
better to try out new things instead of 
doing nothing and not taking advantage 
of your time in college. 

(From left to right) Sydney Robbins, a fifth-year studying psychology, Aaron Davis, a fourth-
year studying computer science, Shea Youens, a third-year studying biological sciences, 
and Jacob Lawson, a fourth-year studying environmental technology and management, eye 
the board during a game night in a common area inside MacKenzie Hall on April 24. These 
students all transferred to NC State and met while living in Wolf Village.

For transfer students, the Transfer 
Connections Village is a great place 
to start, while the Global Village is 
an amazing space for international 
students to connect with others.

INVOLVEMENT FAIRS

Another great resource to help students 
get involved in organizations and clubs 
is the Involvement Fair, an event that 
happens during Wolfpack Welcome 
Week every year. Information about 
the fair is sent through your student 
emails, and through the fair you can 
connect with a variety of clubs as well 
as communicate with the Student 
Government. 

these villages through their Instagrams, 
listed on the web page. 

It’s important to note that it gets 
very crowded during Welcome Week, 
and you might not be able to explore 
everything you are interested in. 
Luckily, there are Mini Involvement 
Fairs that happen over the course of the 
academic year.  

You can also find information about the 
Involvement Fair on their website, along 
with details about the dates of other 
clubs and events. 

ADVICE FROM OTHER STUDENTS

Follow all official NC State social media 
accounts related to clubs, events and 
organisations.

Although there are fliers posted for 
events all around campus, we can 
sometimes overlook them while we’re 
in a rush for our classes. The best way 
to keep track of what’s going on is by 
following accounts on social media. 
Each graduating year has their own 
Snapchat group (ex. NC State 2027) 
which can be joined to keep up with 
events taking place, or if you’ve lost 
your ID/keys/etc. 

There are many Instagram accounts 
(that will usually start with “ncstate” as 
their handle) that are associated with 
NC State, but the ones that are the 
best for keeping up with events around 
campus are:

@ncstate
@ncstateuab
@ncstatestudentservices
@ncstatedasa

LINKS TO RESOURCES





GAIN SKILLS FOR LIFE
• Work as part of a team
• Assess challenges and present solutions
• Think quickly and adapt to situations
• Develop verbal and leadership skills

ROOM TO GROW
• Annual increases
• Opportunities for promotion
• Perks*
• Bonus opportunities**

STUDENT-FRIENDLY SCHEDULES
• 10 - 15 hours/week
• 2, 4, 6 and 8 hour shifts
• Ability to trade shifts

WORK ON CAMPUS!

APPLY EARLY!
go.ncsu.edu/ce-student-jobs

The official retail and hospitality division 
at NC State University. 

* Free shift meal for dining and catering employees. Free      
Course Ready program for NC State Stores employees 
**Dining, catering and student centers student employees.

10% OFF
Bring in this advertisement for

just for NCSU students!*

*On-site parking about a mile from campus

1028 Oberlin Rd Suite 231, Raleigh, NC 27616

(919) 835-9954

oberlinnailspa.com

Find your Wolfpack when you live on campus. From
hanging out at events to trying something new,
campus feels more like home when you’re part of it.
Explore your community through Living and Learning
Villages, community councils and events hosted by
University Housing. Think and Do when you Live and
Learn on campus. 

housing.ncsu.edu

@NCStateHousing

LIVE AND LEARN
University Housing

+

Open House
Monday, Aug. 18 | 4-6pm

Frank Thompson Hall

go.ncsu.edu/theatre

•  Meet current theatre students and staff.
•  Tour the theaters, scenic, costume, lighting and 
        sound shops.
•  Inquire about the upcoming fall auditions. 
•  Check out available employment opportunities.

UNIVERSITYTHEATRE

Major in Anything. Participate in Theatre.

University Theatre is a constituent organization of Arts NC State

Learn how YOU can get involved!

Remind Me!
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Niche NC State History
BY NORA BELTER
PHOTOS BY EMILY PEEDIN

PARK SHOPS

North Campus is home to many 
academic buildings with layered 
histories and fascinating stories. 
The most interesting may be the 
historic Park Shops, which now holds 
classrooms used by many academic 
programs and departments, including 
forensic analysis, osteology and 
archaeology labs. It was originally 
built for the mechanical engineering 
department and housed auto and 
wood shops, a forge and a foundry, 
all used to provide students with 
hands-on experience. These shops not 
only contributed to future engineers’ 
academics, but also to the campus. 
Students in the auto shop serviced 
the college president’s car and others 
built desks and chairs for laboratories 
and dorms. On New Years’ Eve of 1919, 
tragedy struck when wood shavings 
ignited and the wood and auto shops 
went up in flames. Thankfully, within 
a few months, students and staff 
recovered from the loss of materials 
and equipment and returned to 
production for the campus. In the 
1960s, the shops began to see usage 
by other departments, but it did 
not become the building it is today 
until 2009, when it was converted to 
classrooms, laboratories and office 
spaces with a Port City Java café on the 
ground level. Today, Park Shops serves 
many departments within the university 
and holds some of the richest history 
on campus.

BELLTOWER

Arguably the most iconic monument 
on NC State’s campus, the Memorial 
Belltower also has some especially 
interesting history. Construction began 
in 1921 to honor NC State alumni who 
lost their lives in World War I, but 

construction stopped and started as 
the school ran into multiple obstacles, 
including lack of funding, before it 
was finally completed in 1937. Since its 
construction, the Belltower has been 
through a lot. Besides functioning as 
the Wolfpack’s symbol of strength and 
accomplishment, it’s been the site 
for thousands of group pictures, the 
annual Packapalooza concert and was 
even damaged by a lightning strike just 
before spring graduation in 2009! You 
may be surprised to learn that although 
speakers were installed in the 1940s to 
announce each half hour, the Belltower 
stood for a century before real bells 
were installed during a renovation 
between 2019 and 2021. Today, NC 
State students get to enjoy a beautiful 
pillar of campus history and listen to 
the ushering in of each new hour by the 
Belltower’s 55 bronze bells. 
 
1911 BUILDING

Looming above the Court of North 
Carolina stands the historic 1911 
Building, which currently houses 
classrooms for the Department of 

Staff prepare Kay Yow Court for the first 
round game of the NCAA Tournament 
against Vermont in Reynolds Coliseum on 
March 22. 

Campus, the Free Expression Tunnel 
allows students and the public to leave 
their mark on NC State through writing, 
drawings and posters. Although built 
in 1939, it was established as a “free 
expression zone” amidst the Vietnam 
War and Civil Rights movements 
of the 1960s. At the time, student 
protests presented a huge issue to 
administration, and the establishment 
of the tunnel as a graffiti-focused zone 
redirected students’ ideas, values and 
announcements to a centralized area 
with unrestricted and protected free 
speech. The tunnel’s prominence on 
campus has allowed the spirit of free 
speech to remain central to student 
life even 60 years after its dedication 
to freedom of expression. Whether to 
advertise a club, paint a mural or engage 
with political discourse, all students are 
highly encouraged to utilize the Free 
Expression Tunnel throughout their 
time at NC State!

THE STROLLING PROFESSOR

If you ever find yourself wandering 
through the beautiful Gardner 
Arboretum, a shaded green space just 
east of the Brickyard, you’ll come across 

The 1911 Building, 
pictured here on 
May 10, is home 
to the sociology, 
anthropology 
and social work 
departments at NC 
State. According 
to the NC State 
Facilities website, 
the building has 
a total area of 
45,008 square feet 
and was once the 
largest dormitory 
in the South.

Sociology and Anthropology. However, 
its name hints at an exciting period 
of NC State history, that surprisingly 
isn’t the year it was constructed. 
The 1911 Building originated as a 
dormitory for incoming students, 
who dealt with massive amounts of 
harassment and humiliation at the 
hands of upperclassmen in the name of 
university initiation. The class of 1911, 
however, decided that they wouldn’t 
tolerate this hazing going forward, and 
challenged the sophomore class to 
meet them on opposite sides of the Red 
Diamond (now known as Pullen Park 
just east of campus) for an all-out fist-
fight. After the two classes went at each 
other, the freshman class agreed to end 
future hazing and abolish the tradition. 
The next year, the incoming class 
was treated with dignity and respect, 
impressing staff and administration, 
who decided to name the dormitory 
the 1911 Dormitory, which later became 
our 1911 Building.

FREE EXPRESSION TUNNEL 

Besides serving the crucial purpose of 
allowing travel between the student-life 
centered and academic sides of Main 

the legendary William R. Johnston, 
immortalized in bronze, taking a 
leisurely walk while reading up on 
chemistry. Professor Johnston started 
working at NC State in 1959 as a 
chemical laboratory instructor and 
later began teaching general chemistry 
courses. The head of the Department 
of Chemistry assigned him the task of 
developing “lecture-demonstrations 
with as many lights flashing and bells 
ringing as could be worked in properly” 
for Chemistry 111. Professor Johnston 
was beloved across campus and 
presented at Parents’ Day, High School 
Day and science fairs. Johnston was 
dedicated to teaching chemistry in 
the most interesting but relevant ways 
possible and he is remembered for his 
success in imparting chemical wisdom 
to each of his students. 

REYNOLDS COLISEUM

Although some of NC State’s most 
popular sports, football and men’s 
basketball, have moved off-campus, 
the center for much of the university’s 
athletics remains right in the middle of 
Central Campus at Reynolds Coliseum. 
Not only does the indoor arena host 
women’s basketball, gymnastics, 
volleyball and men’s wrestling, it’s 
also the historic original home of the 
men’s basketball team and much more. 
It has welcomed multiple presidents, 
a Rolling Stones performance and a 
speech by Martin Luther King Jr! In 1949, 
the men’s basketball team played their 
first game in the coliseum’s arena, now 
called the James T. Valvano Arena, and 
the women’s team followed in 1974. The 
Wolfpack took home a win at both first 
games, of course. NC State students 
are welcome to take advantage of their 
time on campus by visiting the historic 
Reynolds Coliseum for New Student 
Convocation, to watch a sport they’ve 
never seen before or any other exciting 
on-campus event!
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Your opportunity to experience a 
college town feel in a 
big city place.

From small pop-ups to big events;
Places to live and places to eat;
Whether you’re studying or laughing;
This is the place where you’ll 
EXPERIENCE LIFE
as part of the Wolfpack.



WELCOME WOLFPACK FRESHMEN

WE WELCOME YOU TO THE PACK!

As you begin this new chapter in your life, we encourage you to apply yourself and engage your mind fully. Go for it! Pursue 
knowledge and academic training in your field of study. College can be one of the best experiences of your life; lasting 
friendships are developed and your future path is chosen. While here you will no doubt be exposed to various philosophies. 
College is also a time when many consider the spiritual aspect of their lives. We are a group of faculty and sta� who are 
united in our discovery and experience that Jesus Christ provides intellectually and spiritually satisfying answers to life’s 
most important questions. Interested? Talk with us or go to cfsn-ncsu.org, EveryStudent.com or MeetTheProf.com. 

Sponsored and paid for by the Christian Faculty/Staff Network at NCSU | www.cfsn-ncsu.org | Welcome To Campus

Everette Gray Allen – OIT IT Specialist
Dr. Chris Austin – CSAPC
Clarissa Spencer Austin – Center for Integrated Pest Management
Dr. Suzanne Balik – Department of Computer Science 
Dr. Steve H. Barr – Management, Innovation & Entrepreneurship
Valerie Basham – NC State Veterinary Hospital 
Carrie Baum-Lane – Applied Ecology
Dr. Mark Beasley – Department of Accounting 
Donise Benton – Department of Communication
Dr. Emily Zechman Berglund – Civil, Const. & Environ. Engineering
Dr. Roy Borden – Professor Emeritus Civil Engineering
Dr. Michael Boyette – Professor Emeritus Bio. & Ag. Engineering
Dr. Marianne Bradford – Poole College of Management
Kiresten Branch – Department of Computer Science
Dr. Rick L. Brandenburg – Entomology & Plant Pathology
Dr. Joseph Brazel – Department of Accounting
Dr. Steve Broome – Crop & Soil Science
Dr. A. Blake Brown – Agricultural & Resource Economics
Dr. Kathryn L. Brown – Arts Entrepreneurship
Dr. Gregory Buckner – Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering
Dr. Wayne Buhler – Horticultural Science
Dr. Lisa Bullard – Chemical & Biomolecular Engineering
Michael Bustle – Global Training Initiative
Connie Caldwell – College of Humanities & Social Sciences
Dr. Al Chen – Accounting Department
Jeannie Chen – Budget and Resource Manangement
Dr. Mo-Yuen Chow – Dept. of Electrical & Computer Engineering
Dr. Maurice Cook – Professor Emeritus, Soil Science
Donna Cooper – Chemical & Biomolecular Engineering
Dr. Rich Cooper – Crop & Soil Sciences
Judith F. Daniels – College Of Agriculture & Life Sciences/CBO
Dr. Rhett Davis – Electrical & Computer Engineering
Steven DelGrosso – Industrial & Systems Engineering
Heather Dellinger – Career Development Center
Dr. Christopher S. DePerno – Dept. of Forestry & Environ. Resources
Dr. Joseph L. Donaldson – Agricultural & Human Sciences
Dr. Jon Doyle – Computer Science
Shawn Dunning – College of Engineering, ITECS
Dr. Harriett C. Edwards – Agricultural & Human Sciences
Dr. Michael Edwards – Parks, Recreation & Tourism Management
Kenny Ferguson, MBA – Director of Information Technology
Dr. Peter Ferket – Prestage Department of Poultry Science
Patricia Anne Fields – College of Education
Dr. April Fogleman – Food, Bioprocessing, & Nutrition Sciences
Dr. Mary Fosnaught – Prestage Department of Poultry Science
Dr. Sherry L. Fowler – Poole College of Management
Dr. Garey Fox – College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, Dean
Dr. Bonnie C. Fusarelli – Professor, College of Education
Dr. Betty Gardner – Biological Sciences
Dr. Ed Gehringer – Department of Computer Science
Pamarah Gerace – University Student Legal Services
Dr. Gary Gilleskie – Biomanufacturing Training & Education Center
Jason Gipe – College of Agriculture and Life Sciences
Lucy Gottlieb – Institute for Advanced Analytics
Dr. Andy Hale – Biological & Agricultural Engineering
Dr. Steven Hall – Biological & Agricultural Engineering

Spencer Hamrick – Department of Statistics
Alicia Harris – College of Humanities & Social Science
Felicia Harris – College of Education
Dr. Gabriel Keith Harris – Food, Bioprocessing, & Nutrition Sciences
Nikki Harris – College of Natural Resources
Dr. Robert B. Hayes – Nuclear Engineering
Dr. Gary Hodge – Forestry & Environmental Resources
Dr. Dennis Hazel – Forestry & Environmental Resources
Gail Hill – GTI
Dr. Daniel Israel – Crop & Soil Sciences
Dr. Lee Ivy – Director of the Agricultural Institute, Ag. & Life Sciences
Dr. Chad Jordan – Plant & Microbial Biology
Dr. David L Jordan – Crop Science
Dr. Ivan Kandilov – Agricultural & Resource Economics
Lisa L. Keel – Design and Construction
Sandi Keith – Department of Health & Exercise Studies
Laura Kelly – Communication, Rhetoric & Digital Media
Dr. Jung-Eun Kim – Department of Computer Science
Dr. Sung Woo Kim – Animal Science Nutrition
Deanna Knighton – College of Natural Resources
Dr. Kenny Kuo – Molecular & Structural Biochemistry
Dr. Aleksandra Kymalainen – Department of Chemistry
Bryce Lane – Horticultural Science
Dr. Aric LaBarr – Institute for Advanced Analytics
Dr. Tyre Lanier – Food Science
Jamie Larsen – Department of English
Dr. Jerome P. Lavelle – College of Engineering
Dr. Crystal Lee – Teacher Ed. & Learning Sciences
Issac Lewis – Horticultural Science
Katrina Lewis – Advancement Services
Dr. Fanxing Li – Chemical & Biomolecular Engineering
Dr. Jianqing Liu – Department of Computer Science
Dr. David Livingston – Crop Science
Dr. Frank Louws – Horticultural Science
Paige Luck – Food, Bioprocessing & Nutrition Sciences
Felicia Mangum – Athletics, Women’s Basketball
Dr. Robert H. Martin Jr. – Emeritus Professor, Mathematics
Dr. Meredith Martinez, PE – Dept. of Civil, Constr., & Environ. Engr.
Dr. Stephanie Mathews – Department of Biological Sciences
Julia Matthews-McClain – Psychology Department
Dr. Jacquelyn McClelland – Emeritus, Ag. & Human Sciences
Lis Meyer – Horticultural Science
Dr. Tom Melton – NC State Extension
Dr. Jason Miller – Department of English
Katie Miller – University Communications
Dr. Steven L.  Miller – College of Education
Julie L. Moon – Catering Sales Liaison
Dr. Annette Moore – Parks, Recreation & Tourism Management
Cirũ Mutura – Department of English
Parks Newby – STEM Education
Dr. Gracious Ngaile – Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering
Antoinette Norton – OIED/Women’s Center
Dr. Jack Odle – Animal Science
Dr. Jun Ohata – Department of Chemistry
Angela Oldham – CALS Personnel Services
Dr. Arnold Oltmans – Agricultural & Resource Economics

Emily Packard – University Communications
Dr. Jason Painter – The Science House
Dr. Michael Parker – Horticultural Science
Lacy Parrish – Biological & Agricultural Engineering
Dr. Bob Patterson – Crop & Soil Sciences
Jill Phipps – OIT-Business Services
Dr. Carrie Pickworth – Animal Sciences
Wayne Pollard – Health & Exercise Studies
Dr. Daniel H. Poole – Animal Sciences
Terry K. Price – Poole College of Management
Cynthia P. Pullen – Friday Institute
Dr. Bobby Puryear – Department of Economics
Dr. Scott Ragan – The Science House
Dr. James Reynolds – Electrical and Computer Engineering
Dr. Gary Roberson – Professor Emeritus Bio. & Ag. Engineering
James E. Robinson III – Friday Institute
Lenny Rogers – NC Cooperative Extension
Jeff Roggie – Facilities Grounds Management
Barbara Runyan – Office of Information Technology
Dr. John Russ – Agricultural & Resource Economics
Dr. Kay Sandberg – Department of Chemistry
Dr. Tim Sanders – Food, Bioprocessing, & Nutrition Sciences
Dr. Chadi Sayde – Biological & Agricultural Engineering
Dr. Jonathan Schultheis – Horticultural Science
Dena-Carol Seamon – Agricultural Institute
Dr. Xipeng Shen – Department of Computer Science
Melinda “Miss Mindy” Sopher – Department of Communication
Dr. Laura Sremaniak – Department of Chemistry
Dr. Larry F. Stikeleather – Professor Emeritus Bio. & Ag. Engineering
Sarah Stokely – Academic Success Center
Dr. Jeffrey Stonebraker – Poole College of Management
Michael Sturgill – Crop & Soil Sciences
Josh Thompson – Office of Information Technology
Dr. Peter Thompson – METRIC
Dr. Kimberly Titus – Department of Computer Science
Dr. Joseph Tracy – Materials Science & Engineering
Dr. Chau Tran – Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering
Zelda Tuazama – Department of Computer Science
Dr. Beverly B. Tyler – Management, Innovation, & Entrepreneurship
Karen Rackley Visnosky – Accountant
Michael Walker – College of Engineering, Dean’s Office
Dr. Lingjuan (Ling) Wang-Li – Biological & Agricultural Engineering
Dr. Jason Ward – Biological & Agricultural Engineering
Dr. Brenda Watson – Department of Health & Exercise Studies
Deborah Wilkins – Poole College of Management
Dr. Billy Williams – Civil Engineering
Braska Williams – Friday Institute
Eddy Wu – IT College of Engineering
Jayne Yoder – Animal Science
Dr. Michael Yoder – CALS Administration 4-H
Timothy Young – Shelton Leadership Ctr. & Inst. for Emerging Issues
Dr. Man-Ki Yoon – Department of Computer Science
Dr. Xiangwu Zhang – Wilson College of Textiles 

Senior Stories
Sound off a 21-gun salute for our 
senior staff! Bon voyage!

A Whole New World

Wolfpack Hacks and How-Tos

Culture Curation

MY ATTEMPT TO BE CONFUCIUS: A SENIOR LETTER FROM BRAN 
POSTER

62

68
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A FAREWELL TO WOLVES: AUDREY JAVAN’S SENIOR SAYŌNARA

LETTER FROM THE PHOTO EDITOR: TAKE SOME PHOTOS, THEY’LL 
LAST LONGER!
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S omething that I think about too often is how ridiculous 
toes are. What even is a toe? What sort of evolutionary 
shenanigans made them…them? I know all the 

podiatrists will tell me that they’re essential for proper 
balance and weight distribution, but still. Something about 
those stubby, chubby, wannabe fingers at the ends of our 
feet strikes me as downright bizarre. Heck, I think we take for 
granted how peculiar our bodies are in general. In a universe 
that overwhelmingly consists of stars, rocks and vacuum, 
we’re these fleshy bipedal things with toes. Go figure. 

Perhaps even more baffling than the shape of our bodies 
is the shape of our lives — how we progress through time, 
shifting between different locations, identities and people 
like a temporospatial bowling ball in a Star Trek episode that 
never aired. One moment I’m an anxious high school senior 
waiting for the coronavirus lockdown to end, the next I’m 
on a racetrack in Topeka, Kansas reporting on a competition 
between collegiate solar car teams. One moment I’m on the 
phone with local businesses, trying to get them to buy ads 
in Student Media publications, the next I’m editing spreads 
in Roundabout Magazine. And now I’m sifting through these 
experiences, trying to distill them into a neat little parcel of 
Confucius-worthy advice for y’all, the people who are about 
to have equally wild journeys at one of the most awesome 
schools in the world. 

Unfortunately for my ego, the advice I came up with isn’t 
unique. It isn’t a “hot take.” In fact, it’s probably something 
your parents have already told you. But my hope is that 
reading a real-life testimony of how this advice can be so 
transformative will make it be more meaningful than just 
another pre-college platitude. To make things more fun, I 
won’t say what my advice is right away — I’ll start with my 
testimony and see if you can figure it out!

The story of my NC State odyssey begins where we all were a 
little over four years ago: trapped inside our homes, hiding 
from the pandemic. I grew a horrifically scruffy beard and 
applied my critical thinking skills to repeatedly opening the 
refrigerator door, trying to decide if I was actually hungry, and 
then closing it. I was lucky enough to not catch the virus, but 
I did fall prey to the equally widespread afflictions of cabin 
fever, lethargy and chronic senioritis. 

My Attempt to be Confucius:
A Senior Letter from Bran Poster

Bran Poster, a second-year studying English, sweeps a garage 
during the 2022 Formula Sun Grand Prix at Heartland Motorsports 
Park in Topeka, Kansas on July 2, 2022. The Formula Sun Grand Prix 
is an annual track competition between collegiate solar car teams.

Photo Contributed by Bran Poster

I revisit that time because more than anything else, it 
galvanized me, a natural introvert, to break out of my comfort 
zone and really take advantage of what NC State has to offer. 
Desperate to get out in the world and do something, little 
first-year me bookmarked the calendar of events during 
Wolfpack Welcome Week (you’ll get it in your email soon, if 
you haven’t already!) and went to everything that looked 
interesting. I went on a hike with random strangers at Lake 
Raleigh, auditioned for chorus, popped into the Student 
Involvement Fair, shared my writing at an English Club interest 
meeting. I even went to an ice cream social that turned out to 
be for a religious group, but still stayed to hang out. A trip to 
the Student Media Open House led to my first extracurricular 
gig as a media consultant, selling ads in campus publications 
like Technician and the Nubian Message. I had zero experience 
in sales (unless you count handling a restaurant cash register), 
but that didn’t stop me from giving it a go. 

I wasn’t just an eager beaver about finding different 
opportunities — I was equally tenacious about exploring 
opportunities that were presented to me. A little into my 
first semester, I wrote an article for the Fall Housing Guide, 
a publication that unfortunately no longer exists, and the 
professional adviser for media consultants at the time, Zanna, 
liked it. She recommended that I apply to be an editor here at 
Roundabout. This magazine, which was only four years old at 
the time, had been dealt a devastating blow by the pandemic: 
for a while, there were literally no students on staff until my 
predecessor Charles became editor-in-chief. In a fit of wild 
recklessness, I applied to be photo editor despite never 
having used a digital camera. I got the job, for the singular 
reason that nobody else applied! Hijinks ensued.

At that time, the only Roundabout staffers were me, Charles, 
our design editor Campbell and our professional staff adviser 
Martha. We also had a copy editor at first, but she was too 
busy and had to leave. Then Charles and Campbell graduated, 
leaving me and Martha as the sole Roundabouters remaining. 
In another fit of recklessness, I applied to be editor-in-chief, 
and once again got the job because nobody else applied.

Needless to say, building a full staff from the ground up was 
a daunting task. But I realized that because I was in charge 
of recruitment and Roundabout was so new, I could create a 
culture that attracts people who are awesome to be around. 
I could choose the people I worked with on the editorial 
team — and so I recruited champions like my fellow graduates 
Emily and Audrey, who put up with me for my entire three-
year tenure as editor-in-chief. Together, we built a website, 
made a style guide, set up a work operating system, printed 
promotional swag and overall transformed Roundabout from 
another victim of COVID to the masterwork you’re looking at 
right now. 

While I was at Roundabout, I crossed feathers with an 
opportunity on the other side of campus: SolarPack, NC 
State’s solar car team. As a journalist, I went to Topeka, Kansas 
to report on SolarPack’s performance at the 2022 Formula 
Sun Grand Prix. SolarPack ended up achieving the fastest lap 
in the history of the event and became the cover story for the 
Fall 2022 Against All Odds Issue of Roundabout. While I was in 
Topeka, I got to know some of the smartest people I’ve ever 
met and developed a new appreciation for how cool the hard 
sciences can be. 

It turned out that SolarPack really needs business and 
fundraising people — in fact, they had exactly zero business 
team members at the time I showed up. I recognized that a lot 
of the skills necessary for SolarPack fundraising mirror what I 
did as a media consultant. And so, in one more dramatic turn 
of fate, I became the business lead of SolarPack and rebuilt yet 
another dream team from scratch. 

I will briefly digress to give a shoutout to Ship Community 
Outreach’s Bread of Life program and NC State Hillel, two 
really incredible places with amazing people that I could write 
countless pages on if I had more space! 

There you have it. Seize the moment, try new things, treat 
college as a testing ground for life — that’s my advice, cliché 
though it may be. I can’t pretend that this one little letter will 
give you the same impetus to put yourself out there that the 
coronavirus gave me. However, at the very least I’ve shown you 
how taking this advice to heart can make your experience so 
much richer. GO PACK!!!

Bran Poster
Class of 2025



RESOURCES
 Facebook Live - Monthly Events With
Campus Partners
 Family Ambassador Program
 Pack Family Ally Student Leadership Team
 Pack Family Regions
 Parents’ Helpline
 VIP Program
Learn more at go.ncsu.edu/vipprogram

COMMUNICATIONS
 Family Handbook Calendar Publication
 Monthly Conversation Calendar
 Pack Talk Blogs
 Quarterly Email Newsletter
 Important Updates and Reminders
 University Messages for Families

SIGNATURE PROGRAMS
 Family of the Year
Learn more at go.ncsu.edu/pfs-foty

 First-Generation Family Reception
 Going Global
Learn more at parents.ncsu.edu/goingglobal

 Grandparents’ Tea
 Pack Family Traditions
Learn more at go.ncsu.edu/packfamilytraditions

 PacKIN Action Sibling Event
 Parents and Families Weekend
 Regional Welcomes and Send-Offs
 Second-Year Initiative
 Spring Fling
 Weekly Virtual Coffee Chats 
*while classes are in session

SAVE THE DATE FOR 
PARENTS AND FAMILIES WEEKEND  
OCT. 3 OCT. 3 -- 5, 2025 5, 2025  

STAY CONNECTED
Parents’ Helpline  –  Parents’ Helpline  –  919.515.2441
Email  –  Email  –  ncstateparents@ncsu.edu
Website  –  Website  –  familes.ncsu.edu

@NCStatePFS

Tickets go on sale August 27. Events are a la carte. 
Tickets are limited and do sell out quickly.  
For more information, please visit  
go.ncsu.edu/parentsandfamiliesweekend.

Welcome to the Wolfpack from  
Parents and Families ServicesParents and Families Services

SSuuppppoorrttiinngg  ppaarreennttss,,  ffaammiilliieess  aanndd  aallll  wwhhoo  cchhaammppiioonn  ssttuuddeenntt  ssuucccceessss  aatt  NNCC  SSttaattee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy!!

NCStateStudentGovernment
NCStateStudentGovernmentservesastheofficialvoiceofthe
studentbody,devotedtoethicalandaccountablepublicservice.

StudentGovernmentworkstoeducatefutureleaders,
empowerourstudents,andtransform

NCStateforthebetter.

Govern

ICSta
teS

LESTAN
SG

HESTAN
Connectwithusto
stayinformedandlearn
howyoucangetinvolved

go.ncsu.edu/sg
�f @ncstatesg
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Letter from the Photo Editor:
Take Some Photos, They’ll Last Longer!

I THINK THE MOST IRONIC PART 
about sitting here and writing 
this letter today is the fact that I 

never actually saw myself attending 
NC State, nonetheless living in Raleigh. 
Having moved around a decent bit 
throughout my childhood years, from 
North Carolina to Virginia to Georgia, 
I just always thought I would end up 
elsewhere. For a bit of context, both 
of my parents were fortunate enough 
to graduate from college, later going 
on to attend graduate school as well. 
In classic North Carolina fashion, my 
mom graduated from ECU, but my 

Some of the sisters of the Alpha Chapter of Sigma Alpha Omega pose for a funny photo in Danville, VA, on Oct, 27. Sigma Alpha Omega is a 
nondenominational Christian social sorority that was founded on NC State’s campus in 1998.

Photo Contributed by Renee Bell

dad… oh, he was a proud member of 
the Wolfpack, alongside almost every 
single other adult on his side of the 
family. With the vice-like grip NC 
State had on the minds of many of 
my family members, I never stopped 
hearing about its supposed greatness 
growing up. But, also loving to play 
devil’s advocate from a very young age, I 
refused to drink the Wolfpack Kool-Aid 
and rooted for other institutions out of 
pure spite. When it finally came time to 
make a decision about where I wanted 
to go to college, I knew in my heart of 
hearts that I wanted to a) move back 

my home state to be closer to family 
and b) make as cost efficient a decision 
as possible. Taking into account both 
of these criteria and the acceptances I 
received (alongside a waitlist spot from 
Harvard that I still, to this day, wear as 
a badge of pride), I ultimately decided 
that NC State was the best place for me. 
What makes this decision even more 
ironic is that, because of COVID-19 and 
the fact that I lived out of state during 
high school, I never even stepped foot 
on State’s campus until I moved in.

Emily Peedin, photo editor for Roundabout, 
stands underneath the awning of Holladay 
Hall on April 8. Peedin will graduate this 
semester with a degree in psychology, a 
degree in religious studies and a minor in 
political science.

Photo Contributed by Mia Burchette

Little did I know that this decision 
— one that I ultimately made out of 
practicality — would completely alter 
the course of my entire life. As cliche 
as it may sound, I can say, without a 
doubt, that I found myself at NC State. 
Between participating in campus 
traditions, joining a sorority, trying new 
hobbies, traveling the country, making 
the decision to start going to therapy, 
meeting my best friends, watching a 
whole lot of sports and so many other 
things, I discovered what truly makes 
me happy and have become a version 
of myself that I am deeply proud of. 
Even beyond these contributions, I 
can also say that I gained one heck of 
an education thanks to the psychology 
and religious studies departments. At 
the end of it all, there is truly nothing 
I could say to adequately express my 
gratitude to this institution. There 
is a certain kind of energy about this 
campus that is addictive, and I hope 
each and every first-year reading this 
takes full advantage of everything NC 
State has to offer.

To every single person who has given 
me guidance on my journey as a 
photographer and editor, like my lovely 
advisers Martha Collins and Ray Black 
III, my more experienced peers Nick 
Faulkner and Sarah Cochran-Murray, 
and every other kind soul I have met 
and interacted with in the industry, 
thank you. Your advice has helped me 
hone the very little skill I came into this 
job with into something truly magical 
— now, the growth certainly does not 
stop here, but I must admit that I am so 
proud of how far I have come with your 
help.

And finally, to all of my sorority sisters, 
roommates, professors, cats, family and 
other friends, thank you. Your constant 
love and support mean everything 
to me. I would take on the world’s 
toughest challenges as long as y’all are 
in my corner.

To wrap this letter up, I can genuinely 
say that I have experienced my highest 
highs and my lowest lows during my 
time here at NC State, but I wouldn’t 
trade these four years for anything. 
I have learned so much about both 
myself and the world around me, and 
that knowledge cannot be traded. So, 
that being said, please actually leave 
your dorm room, or your house, for any 
of our commuter students — I promise 
you won’t regret it.

All of my love, now and forevermore,

Emily Peedin
Class of 2025

Now, before I close out this little novel 
of mine, there are quite a few thanks 
that I need to give. Feel free to skip over 
them, but I must admit that I personally 
find acknowledgements at the end of 
books to be some of the sweetest, most 
loving writing to ever exist, and I would 
be honored if you spent some time 
getting to know some of the individuals 
that made my time here so memorable. 
	
To my PhoTaus (Hallie Walker, Anna 
Hansen, Griffin Bryant, Jermaine 
Hudson, Jon Williams and Amanda 
Bell), thank you from the bottom of my 
heart. Each of you never fails to make 
my cheeks hurt from smiling and my 
stomach hurt from laughter. Although 
we may have started out as simple 
coworkers, you all have become so, so 
much more than that to me. You are 
truly my best friends, and I can never 
express my gratitude to Student Media 
for bringing us together.

To the rest of my visual section, from 
correspondents and staff to senior 
staff and editors, thank you. Despite 
the seemingly never-ending amount of 
captions I have had to correct over the 
years, you inspire me every single day 
with your kindness and creativity. You 
are not only amazing photographers 
and videographers, but also just 
amazing people.

To my Roundabaddies, thank you. 
Thank you for putting so much trust 
in me to make the visuals in this 
magazine the best that I possibly 
can. Your constant faith, loyalty and 
encouragement has kept me going in 
times that I really struggled to see the 
value of my work. Additionally, your 
caring seems to know no bounds, and 
I only hope I can ever repay a fraction 
of it back to you. Now, I would be 
remiss to stop here without giving an 
extra special thanks to Bran Poster 
and Audrey Javan, my original little 
squad. We did it, guys! Not only did we 
revive this publication from the brink 
of extinction, but we also gained some 
pretty amazing friends in the process.
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Dear Wolfpack,

You are reading this in the future, when 
I’m already long gone. I’m waving at 
you from Chapel Hill! Hi! As for me 
in the relative past, I’m beginning 
this letter only a few hours after 
walking the stage at NC State’s English 
department graduation. I’ve changed 
out of my white dress and regalia into 
red pajama pants and my someday-
vintage Final Four shirt, and I’m holding 
the graduation bear plushie my mom 
bought for me outside Reynolds 
Coliseum. My red nail polish is chipped 
already. I literally just painted it. What 
gives?

As I sit here with some YouTube video 
playing on the TV, I can’t help feeling 
like there should be more to this. This 
monumental change in my life should 
have somehow thrown everything 
off kilter, right? I don’t know what I 
should be doing, but I think it should 
be something different, bigger, than 
just what I always do. I guess that’s the 
sticking point of the whole thing: I want 
to do something grand, but I have no 
clue what it is. 

It’s typical for graduation to feel surreal. 
This is where coming-of-age movies 
tend to stop, if they ever reach this 
point at all. Sure, you’ve graduated 
before, left beloved homes, teachers, 
neighborhoods and friends, but college 
graduation is different from any of that. 
Over two decades of schooling and 
growing up all culminate here, and once 
this is over, for maybe the first time in 
your life, there’s no plan. Before you are 
only choices, none of them necessarily 
wrong, but all of them terrifying.

I looked around as I waited for the 
elevator this morning on my way to 
check in for the ceremony, mentally 

listless in the tides of change, physically 
already feeling the pain of high heels. 
Just when I started to drift, my gaze 
snagged on the familiar bottom shelf 
of the newsstand and the Roundabout 
magazines that lie there, and I once 
again found my strength.

Being a part of Roundabout has been 
one of the biggest honors of my college 
career, and it will continue to be so 
for the rest of my life. I’ve made dearer 
friends here than I can put into words, 
people whom I’ll always miss sitting 
next to at our beloved round table. 
Katherine and Layney, my beloved 
wordsmiths and dear friends; Bri, 
Marlowe and Autumn, our unparalleled 
artists-in-chief and their respective 
right-hand-pens; Chase, my successor 
whom I couldn’t be more proud of; 
countless other writers and designers 
and photographers whom I’ve had the 
privilege of meeting — I can’t imagine 
working at a magazine without them. 
Special commendation to Ray Black III, 
the second most intimidating advisor (I 
love you, Martha) I’ve ever been paid to 
badger, for always fixing my time sheets 
promptly, even if he has to send me big 
angry paragraphs of purple prose first. 
He knows that I enjoy reading them. 
And to my mom, who first taught me 
grammar even though I loathed it back 
then, this could not have happened 
without you. Thank you.

Most importantly, Emily and Bran have 
been with me since the beginning. 
They are two of the kindest people 
you could ever have the pleasure of 
working with, and I like to think we’ve 
been inseparable since that first Google 
Meet. Together, we built this magazine 
from hardly any staff to a bountiful 
Slack. It’s everyone’s wish to leave the 
world a better place than they found it, 
and at least with Roundabout, I can rest 

A Farewell to Wolves:
Audrey’s Senior Sayōnara

easy knowing that we’ve managed that.
Every year, these glossy pages get 
more and more stunning. If I had my 
selfish way, maybe I’d never leave our 
conference room, but I won’t fight 
destiny; it’s my time to step off the 
court and let someone else start. I can’t 
wait to see how future generations of 
Roundabouters will give our precious 
publication wings to fly even higher. 
It’ll be an underdog story worthy of the 
movies, I promise you that.

Sometimes you meet people and just 
know with deep certainty that they’re 
going places. I’ve never felt that as 
strongly as I do with my wonderful 
cohorts in the arts. In a university 
with roots so deep in A&T, we are the 
wildflowers that grow out of cracks 
in the sidewalk, and I am proud 
beyond words of everything we’ve 
accomplished. From my fellow English 
Club members and officers to my film 
partners, I love and cherish all the 
memories I’ve gotten to make with you. 
It’s an honor that I’ll annoyingly tell 
everyone about forever hereafter. 
Even with all of this under my belt, 
I don’t think I’ll ever stop thinking 
that I should have done more with my 
time — taken more photos, hugged 
more friends, joined more clubs, gone 
to more sports, lingered longer and 
savored it more, more, more. I’ll never 
be in undergrad again, but even so, I 
like to think I’m leaving without regrets. 
I’ve done much more than a younger 
me could have imagined, from filming a 
sci-fi short film in a real studio to acing 
a 19-hour semester to making lifelong 
friends. And I don’t want to brag, but I 
was recognized out in the world from 
my photo on our staff page, and that 
was a rush I’ll never forget — Ren Slate, 
Roundabout’s biggest fan, thank you so 
much! 

Looking back on my time, I wonder if 
I’ve already accomplished all the grand 
things I ever will. To quote V’ger from 
Star Trek: The Motion Picture: “Is this 
all I am? Is there nothing more?” I am 
not so unlike that poor lost telescope, 
drifting across the galaxy with only 
questions and no idea where to find 
answers. What am I? A storyteller, I 
suppose. It’s the one thing I love most 
in the world. Where do I take that now? 
Am I actually ready to gather these four 
years of training up and start chasing 
my dreams like some fool? 

This feeling of pre-failure and 
timelessness is, of course, a mirage. 
Everyone feels like this at 22, and it’s 
never the end of the world. Not to spoil 
a movie from almost 50 years ago,  
even V’ger found a new place in the 
universe where it and all its knowledge 

and dreams could fit. Looking out at 
the metaphorical road ahead, the vast 
rolling fields of possibility, it’s perfectly 
okay to feel dread. I do. But alongside 
it, there’s a bright, strong hope, too. 
Someday soon, that hope will be strong 
enough to supersede the dread.
I may be leaving Witherspoon and my 
Tomkins-Caldwell-Winston academic 
home, but don’t think for one second 
that I won’t be around. We in the 
Wolfpack all share collective blood 
and one voice that echoes in howls. 
I will still be here within all of you 
lovely readers in the wind through the 
Court of Carolina and the chime of the 
Belltower. I might be physically hanging 
around, too; Chapel Hill is not very far 
from Raleigh. So if you see me at the 
student media newsstand in the coming 
years and you somehow recognize me 
from the ancient texts, don’t hesitate to

say hi! And if you someday see my name 
in the credits of a movie or on the cover 
of a novel, just know that I ended up 
there in no small part thanks to my time 
here with all of you at NC State. 

Stay cool and keep reading,

Audrey Javan
Class of 2025

Audrey Javan (bottom left), a fourth-year studying English, makes a hand-heart for a photo with friends at an apartment near Centennial 
Campus on Feb. 15. Javan and her friends had gotten together to celebrate Galentine’s Day.

Photo Contributed by Emily Peedin
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Entrepreneurship Trips: Silicon
Valley and New York City

Albright Entrepreneurship
Garage: 24/7 coworking and
prototyping space

Events + Programs: Launchpad
Incubator, mentorship, competitions,
social innovation 

Academics: Courses,
certificates, minors, majors

anyone can be an
entrepreneur

welcome to a place where

entrepreneurship.ncsu.edu
Follow us on social: @ncstateent
entrepreneurship@ncsu.edu

Whether you want to start a
business or work in an established
organization, we have something
for you! Open to all disciplines and
students.

June 21 – January 11

TICKETS: naturalsciences.org/whales

FREE ADMISSION 
for Museum Members

“Blue Whales” is produced and circulated 
by ROM (Royal Ontario Museum), Toronto, 

Canada. Sponsored by Friends of the  
NC Museum of Natural Sciences.

PRODUCED BY SPONSORED BY
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Download our app
@ncstatewellrec

wellrec.ncsu.edu

wellrec-info@ncsu.edu

P U R P O S E  -  F I N A N C I A L  -  P H Y S I C A L  -  E M O T I O N A L  -  S O C I A L  -  C O M M U N I T Y

We empower the Wolfpack community to grow in these six elements of wellness: 

move with us

WELLNESS
RECREATION

AND

Move. Thrive. Explore. Learn. Play.
Move. Thrive. Explore. Learn. Play.

Move. Thrive. Explore. Learn. Play.
Move. Thrive. Explore. Learn. Play.

Move. Thrive. Explore. Learn. Play. Move. Thrive. Explore. Learn. Play.
Move. Thrive. Explore. Learn. Play.

Move. Thrive. Explore. Learn. Play.
Move. Thrive. Explore. Learn. Play.

Move. Thrive. Explore. Learn. Play.

Move. Thrive. Explore. Learn. Play.
Move. Thrive. Explore. Learn. Play.

Move. Thrive. Explore. Learn. Play.
Move. Thrive. Explore. Learn. Play.

Move. Thrive. Explore. Learn. Play.
Move. Thrive. Explore. Learn. Play.

Move. Thrive. Explore. Learn. Play.


